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Mission Range of the Rocky Mountains, West of Missoula, Mont. 
The Christian Fellowship Tour to Alaska will be passing through 
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SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY 
By ELISABETH ELLIOT 


Here is a stirring book recalling 
some of the famous biographies of the 
past. 
Dr. Frank E, GakBELEIN says: 
“SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY 
is a fascinating portrayal of a modern 
missionary martyr. Jim Elliot’s devo- 
tion to Christ was like that of David 


Brainerd and even reminds one of 


Samuel Rutherford of Scotland.” 


Eucenta Prices states: 


“SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY 


is beautiful writing. But, most im- 





portant, it proves that Jesus Christ will bring bright creativity out of 
any shadow which might fall across any life and any love . . . IF the 
life and the love are under His redemptive touch.” 


HOW YOU CAN GET THIS BOOK 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give one copy of this book for every 
THREE NEW 22-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES at $1.69 each (Canada, $1.81 
U.S.A. dollars). 


A post card mentioning this offer ‘will bring you some sample copies of the 
TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 


When you have obtained the NEW subscriptions, send the names and 
addresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $1.69 (Canada, $1.81) for each 
NEW 22-weeks subscription. Upon receipt, the names go on our mailing list and 
your copy (or copies) of this book will be sent to you immediately, on the basis 
of one book for every three subscriptions. Send all subscriptions at one time and 
mention this offer. 
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Letters From Readers 


On the “Open Letters” article: “A 
Long Attendance Record” (Jan. 31) 
may I submit a further remarkable 
and challenging perfect Sunday school 
record for the encouragement of “Hus- 
band and Wife Team”? 

Mr. and Mrs. Chuck McCauley both 
have a 29-year perfect Sunday school 
attendance record in the First Baptist 
Church of Canton, Texas. Mrs. Mc- 
Cauley is superintendent of the Pri- 
mary Department and Mr. “Chuck, 
though retired from a long-time hard- 
ware business, never retired from 
church business. He is secretary for 
the older Men’s Bible Class. _ Mrs. 
“Chuck’s” perfect attendance is 37 
years, but the two of them together 
have teamed up a 29-year record. They 
both say, “We give all the glory to our 
wonderful Saviour.” 

Thank you, Brother Editor, for your 
many helpful, inspiring articles—May- 
nard R. Rogers, pastor, Canton, Tet. 


—— 
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Shall | Pray On? 


By Ezra S. Gerig 


HEN skies above seem leaden 
And prayer seems long-denied— 
Shall faith wing needs to Heaven, 
Though long and sorely tried? 


Will God bend low to hear 
The heart-cry of His child 
When Satan tempts with fear 

And storms of life are wild? 


Yes, God speaks in His Word, 
“Call unto Me—I’Il hear; 

The loins of mind up-gird, 
Wait on, My help is near.” 


Great things I’ll show to thee, 
Things mighty I will do; 

My glory thou shalt see— 
Displays of grace anew. 


My Father, I will trust 
Thy Word of promise true; 
Thou’rt God, faithful and just, 
What Thou hast said, Thouw’lt do. 


I will pray on—and wait 
The answer Thou wilt send 
And unlock Heaven’s gate; 
Then praise with prayer will blend. 
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“In Every Thing Give Thanks” 


Someone said long ago that, for a 
Christian, a disappointment can be 
looked on as “His appointment.” This 
has Scriptural foundation, as in Romans 
8:28 and other passages; but when dis- 
appointments come, it is only by the 
Brace of God that we can look up and 
8ive thanks. A young Christian soldier 
Teceived word of an adverse decision 
which was, naturally, to him and some 





others concerned a disappointment. But, 
looking at it in the light of eternity 
and from God’s point of view, he wrote 
to his mother: “You mention that you 
would like to be able to give thanks 


honestly for this. I think it is possible 
to do this, even though the thing in 
question is not one which we might 
choose. Knowing that whatever comes 
is ordered of God, and knowing that He 
only orders what is good and perfect, 
I know, therefore, that this thing is 
good, and therefore thankworthy. I 
don’t think our attitude has. to be ‘Oh, 
tremendous! This is what I’ve always 
wanted’ kind of thing; but rather, ‘Lord, 
I thank you for this, because I know 
that it is the only right thing, that it is 
for our good.’ I have often looked at 
k.p. [kitchen police] or other details 
in that light—not that I revel in k.p., 
but, inasmuch as it affords another op- 
portunity to know Him and prove Him, 
and learn lessons from Him, I can hon- 
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estly thank Him for it. This is a lot of 
circumlocution, but maybe you get the 
idea. And you already know it any- 
way. It’s nothing new.” To look at 
trials in this light means obeying such 
commands as these: “Giving thanks al- 
ways for all things unto God and the 
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Eph. 5:20); “In every thing 
give thanks: for this is the will of God 
in. Christ Jesus concerning you” (1 
Thess. 5:18). We cannot do this in our 
own strength and will not do it if we 
fix our minds on the dark side of -the 
trial and forget God. But, as the sol- 
dier said, it helps greatly to look be- 
yond and see God’s ultimate purpose. 
Paul valued so highly an intimate, per- 
sonal knowledge of the Lord Jesus that 
he could say: “Yea doubtless, and I count 
all things but loss for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss 
of all things, and do count them but 
dung, that I may win Christ. And be 
found in him, not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but 
that which is through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which is of 
God by faith: that I may know him, 
and the power of his resurrection, and 
the fellowship of his sufferings, being 
made conformable unto his death” 
(Phil. 3: 8-10). 
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|. More European Testimony 
Against Drink 


By the late Ernest Gordon 


priest writing in Faim et Soif of 

Paris, accuses drink not only of 
slaying men but, what is worse, de- 
filing France in the most irremediable 
way, namely by heredity. He accuses 
his nation, by reputation intelligent 
and courageous, not only of not doing 
anything to hold back the tide of alco- 
holism but of idly watching it grow, to 
the financial profit of the few and by 
use of the most wretched political pres- 
sures. “Therein our nation but laughs 
at its own degeneracy!” 

“When, as happened recently, a few 
have engaged against it on a consider- 
able scale, with what rage were they 
driven from political office and their 
legislation repealed! 

“They call those who kill for money 
‘drunken assassins.’ What name’ should 


T HE Abbé Pierre, a Roman Catholic 


be applied to those whose swollen for- 
tunes are founded on advertising in- 
citement to make the largest number 


consume the greatest amounts of drink? 
This yearly turns tens of thousands 
into insane brutes, destroys homes, and 
produces mentally dull young people. 

“The distillers with their money, po- 
litical connections, control of a con- 
siderable section of the press and en- 
tire programs of radio and TV, engage 
in this widest publicity. To those who 
dare denounce it and whom they fear 
may start effective action in this do- 
main, they send at first financial prop- 
ositions to buy up their influence, then 
threats, including that of death. If I 
say this, it is because I know. It has 
happened to me! 

“This is something our whole people 
should know. They should boycott this 
traffic since the government continues 
incapable of making it obey common 
law.” 

M. Jean Aicard, French novelist, au- 
thor of Maurin des Maures and l’Illustre 
Maurin, calls alcoholism “the running 
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=a Comfort for Dark Days 





“Ye were not redeemed with cor- 
ruptible things, as silver and gold 
... but with the precious blood of 
Christ” (1 Pet. 1:18, 19). 




















sore of our nation. In some cities, the 
number of saloons is one to each nine 
inhabitants including women and old 
men. All saloonkeepers are fearsome 
electoral agents for they have a rec- 
ognized influence over their customers. 
A congressman, then, if he wishes re- 
election, must dicker with the drink- 
sellers. To oppose them is to injure 
their business. To refrain from injur- 
ing their business means continuance 
of the poisoning of our people with 
adulterated drink. Hence to continue 
congressman, means our jpeople’s de- 
struction by the poisoners. Is that 
clear? 

“Conclusion. This is making of 
France a slaughterhouse and of the 
drinkseller the true king of France. 
Was it for this that our forefathers put 
through the Revolution of ‘89?” 


An APPEAL TO FRENCH WOMEN 

In view of the recrudescence of al- 
coholism, the National Committee of 
Defense against Alcoholism has judged 
it timely to invite all feminine organi- 
zations to grou themselves into a com- 
mission to study together measures suit- 
able for restraining this plague. The 
president of this commission is Mme. 
Georges Bidault. 

Numerous associations have already 
joined. Its first task has been to study 
alcoholism among children. 

Women’s associations that wish to 
take part in these activities can help 
effectively by the publication in their 
journals and reviews articles seeking 
to enlighten women regarding various 
aspects of the problem and their re- 
sponsibilities in this domain. These ar- 
ticles will aim at, among other things: 

Destroying the prejudices which are 
current regarding the alleged food value 
of alcohol. 

Making known the consequences of 
alcoholism to infant, individual, to 
family, and to society, explaining its 
ravages in body, mind, and conscience. 

Intervening with those in, charge of 
receptions, balls, expositions, art ex- 
hibitions, etc., to have nonalcoholic 
drinks, preferably fruit juices, served 
to guests who desire them. 

Alerting at election times their ad- 
herents to vote only for candidates 
who have inscribed the antialcohol fight 
in their electoral program. 

As to social workers, whose mission 
is to ameliorate the conditions of life 
in those entrusted to their care, this 
field of action should have priority. 


The pressing need for French 


women’s intervention in this matter ap- 
. pears from a report made to the Acad- 
emy of Medicine by Mlle. Dr. Serin on 
the alcoholism of children. 


This gives 
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harrowing illustration of the evil which 
the superstition of “alcohol’s food 
value” causes. The cases are taken 
from her own practice among Parisian 
families of intelligence and wealth who 
seek to train their children carefully. 
She tells, for example, of Pierre, seven 
years old, who drinks only wine and 
who has alcoholic phantasms: “White 
wings dance on my commode. It’s hor- 
rible.” Yvonne, of three years, refuses 
to go to bed because her bed is full of 
toads and great fishes. She has fits of 
anger. Drinks pure wine only and that 
at meals. Maurice is twelve. He drinks 
pure wine only; has trembling of 
fingers. Lucien, of rich and refined 
family, is five years old. Cannot at- 
tend any kindergarten because of his 
instability and emotionalism. He too 
drinks only pure wine. His father says 
water induces poliomyelitis. 

These experiences led Dr. Serin to ini- 
tiate a questionnaire in the various areas 
under the control of the Ministry of 
Public Health. Frightful data concern- 
ing the alcoholism among children in 
France, all France, came to the surface. 
School authorities are finding it diffi- 
cult to substitute milk for wine in 
some areas. So she asks for prohibition 
of wine in school canteens and the for- 
bidding of children to bring wine in 
their school lunches. 

Also it is asked that the organization 
of antialcohol education be hastened 
in all schools, not forgetting Schools 
for Parents, where they study con- 
ditions for the development of child 
mentality. They propose, too, a large 
diffusion of antialcohol information 
tracts at prenuptial state examination, 
at prenatal consultations, in instruction 
for nurses, and in fact everywhere where 
young parents can be reached. Those 
especially should be contacted who are 
called on to enter families profession- 
ally, as doctors, nurses, social workers, 
and teachers. 


Aw EYE TEST FOR INTOXICATION 


By the term nystigmatism are des- 
ignated the oscillating, quick move- 
ments of the eyeballs. The Swiss med- 
ical review, Med. Wochenschrift (9, 25, 
55), described experiments in nystigma- 
tism. which are complementary to blood 
tests and clinical examination for sus- 
pected alcoholism. in the case of auto 
drivers. 

A simple test by a moment’syrotation 
gives a positive result where tests here- 
tofore used give.no decisive results. 
This consists in turning round and 
round five times in ten seconds; then 
stopping suddenly. The person is next 
told to fix his sight at a distance of 
some fifteen inches, on the forefinger 
of the physician, at eye level. Among 
experimental persons not, or very 
slightly under the influence of drink, a 
nystigmatism is barely observable and 
that for only from four to eight seconds. 
In cases of average or strong nystig- 
matism, the proof is positive and be- 
trays light intoxication at 10 to 14 
seconds. When the duration of nystig- 
matism lasts from 15 to 19 seconds, 
there is indicated an intoxication of 
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average intensity; at more than twenty 
seconds a bad intoxication. 

When the proof begins to be positive, 
alcohol blood content is at .08%. In 
more than 570 cases examined, results 
agree without exception with the Wid- 
mark blood tests. 


(To be continued) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Is the Blood of Christ 
a Covering for Sin? 


Dr. Arthur Petrie’s article in the 
May 9 issue raises a question in my 
mind. In his first paragraph he 
writes: “What is meant by the aton- 
ing blood of Christ? It fully and ef- 
fectually covers our sins.” 

I have believed it was wrong to 
refer to the blood of Christ as a cov- 
ering for sin. To me there is a differ- 
ence between cleansing (“the blood 
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us 
from all sin’—1 John 1:7) and cover- 
ing. Is there? First Peter 3:19 and 
4:6 tell us how He, Jesus, went to 
preach to spirits in prison. (Old 
Testament believers Whose sins were 
covered, later to be cleansed by His 
blood. “For it is not possible that 
the blood of bulls and of goats should 
take away sins’”—Heb. 10:4.) 

I do not think it important, but 
would appreciate more light on the 
matter.—An Ohio reader. 


Dr. PETRIE’s REPLY 


In reference to the question of your 
reader who wrote: “I have believed it 
was wrong to refer to the blood of 
Christ as a covering for sin”: my an- 
swer is predicated on the following 
points: 

1. The Hebrew verb for atone is 
caphar, and means “to cover, to cover 
over.” It is used in Genesis 6:14, where 
the reading is “thou shalt pitch [Hebrew, 
cover] it within and without with pitch 
(Hebrew, a covering].” 

2. It is used in Genesis 32:21. The 
reading there is: “I will cover his face 
with the present that goeth before me.” 
In our English Bible the verse is 20, 
but in Hebrew it is 21. 

3. Gesenius, prince of Hebrew lexi- 
cographers, writes under the word ca- 
phar, “to cover sins.” 

4. Dr. B. Davidson writes in his 
“Analytical Lexicon,” alongside the 
word caphar, “to cover over sin.” 

5. The Rev. R. B. Girdlestone in his 
“Old Testament Synonyms” writes 
about the word caphar: “The pacifica- 
tion of God is literally the covering 
(by atonement) of the sins written 
against His people.” Furthermore, Gir- 
dlestone writes: “The word caphar sets 
forth God's merciful disposition to shel- 
ter the sinner.” He states that when 
the priest made “atonement for the sins 
of the people” (as in Lev. 16), he was 
“representing what ‘God manifest in 


(Continued on page 575) 
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|. How To Point Roman Catholics to Christ 


Five questions that should not be asked 


published a most timely and im- 

portant article on “Winning Ro- 
man Catholics to Christ.” The author 
pointed out our duty to the 430 millions 
of Roman Catholics in the world, of 
whom some 36 millions are in the 
United States of America. It would 
seem that some further practical sug- 
gestions are in order as to how to wit- 
ness to these people, who present such 
a challenge to us. Many of the methods 
that may be suitable for non-Catholics 
are not successful with Roman Cath- 
olics, as this writer learned to his sor- 
row. 

Let it be said at the outset that this 
writer makes no claims that his sug- 
gestions are infallible, or even that they 
should be adopted blindly or always 
used. These suggestions are merely the 
fruit of more than twenty years of 
missionary experience in Catholic coun- 
tries (Belgium and Ecuador), and of a 
rather thorough study of Catholic doc- 
trine in their own publications. 

It is evident that no one method will 
always work, and that the individual 
soul-winner must always depénd on 
the guidance and the power of the Holy 
Spirit in his own life, and upon the 
conviction that the same Spirit of God 
will work in the heart of the unsaved 
person. Nevertheless, it is hoped that 
the following suggestions will prove 
helpful. Let us begin with some of the 
pitfalls to avoid. 


| WELL-KNOWN Christian magazine 


Not To Be Considered as Enemies 


First of all, we must not consider the 
Catholics as our enemies. It is true that 
we cannot forget the infamous mas- 
sacre of St. Bartholomew’s Day in 1572, 
nor the many bloody persecutions of 
Protestants before and since then, and 
even down to the present day in certain 
countries. But the Catholic we are 
seeking to win to Christ is not respon- 
sible for such atrocities, and quite prob- 
ably does not even know of them. We 
must ask God to cause us to love the 
person we are seeking to win. May it. 
be true of us that “the love of God is 
Shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
nga which is given unto us” (Rom. 
75). 

Secondly, let us seek to avoid argu- 
ments. It is of no use to discuss the 
question whether Mary had any other 
children after the birth of Jesus Christ. 
No one’s salvation depends on his belief 
about this matter. The same can be 
Said about the supposed apparitions of 
Mary at Fatima, Lourdes, and the dozens 
of other places where it is said that she 
has been seen (usually by children). 
It is better not to discuss the question 
of the supposed real presence of Christ 
in the Communion, or the doctrine of 
transubstantiation. Make every effort 


With a background of more than 
twenty years’ experience as a mis- 
sionary in Catholic countries, Dr. 
Stearns has written a very helpful 
article on how to deal with Cath- 
olics, which will be published in 
two installments. He is a graduate 
of the University of Pennsylvania 
and Dallas Theological Seminary 
and was for many years director of 
the Bible institute of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission in Brussels, Belgium, 
where he lives. He is the president 
and Mrs. Stearns is the treasurer of 
Global Gospel Broadcasts, Inc., with 
American headquarters at 3424 N. 
Orange Ave., Chicago 34. The sec- 
ond part of Dr. Stearns’ article will 
be published next week. 








to limit the conversation to matters that 
directly concern our salvation. 

Thirdly, it is useful to ask your Cath- 
olic friend a question in order to try to 
discover where his difficulty lies, and 
what is his true spiritual condition. But 
there are certain questions that may 
work perfectly well with non-Catholics, 
but which should not be addressed to 
Catholics, for the reasons that follow: 

Do not, for example, ask a Catholic: 
“Are you a Christian?” Of course he 
thinks he is a Christian because he is a 
Catholic. The two words, Christian 
and Catholic, are practically synony- 
mous in his thinking. In fact, he may 
well doubt whether you are a Christian, 
and consider you a mere heretic. 

Do not ask him: “Do you believe in 
Christ?” Of.course he thinks he does. 
He means that he believes what he has 
been told about Christ, but that is in- 
tellectual assent, and not saving faith. 
But that is very likely the only kind 
of faith that your Catholic friend knows 
about, and true saving faith, which is 
trust in, and dependence upon Christ 
alone, must be explained to him. 


His Conception of Salvation 


It is not useful to ask a Catholic: 
“Are you saved?” It is very unlikely 
that he knows anything about salvation 
as you understand it. His conception 
of salvation is called “sanctifying grace” 
and is supposedly received through bap- 
tism, usually in infancy. It is a vari- 
able quantity, which can be decreased 
through venial sin, lost through mortal 
sin, regained through confession to a 
priest who then gives absolution and 
prescribes a certain number of prayers 
as “penance.” This “sanctifying grace” 
can supposedly be increased through 
the sacraments and through good works, 
also through the “sacramentals,” which 
include making the sign of the cross, 
making pilgrimages, nine-day prayers 
called “novenas,” and so on. The more 
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of this “sanctifying grace” one has at 
death, the less :time he will have to 
spend in purgatory, and vice versa. 
Notice that it is not called “justifying 
‘grace,” because the Roman Church de- 
nies the imputation of the righteousness 
of God to the believer (but see Gen. 
15:6 and Rom. 4, the whole chapter), 
and says we are not justified by faith 
alone (see Rom. 5:1), but that our works 
must be added. 

Not only so, but the Roman Church 
also states that it is impossible for any- 
one to be sure that he is in a “state of 
grace,” that is, that he possesses at the 
moment any of this sanctifying grace. 
And he can never be sure that he will 
die in a state of grace. Consequently 
it is quite useless to ask a Catholic: 
“Are you saved?” 

A fourth question that means some- 
thing else to the Catholic than to the 
Protestant is this: “Have you received 
Christ?” If you ask your Catholic 
friend that, he may answer “yes.” But 
if you ask him when and how, he may 
reply that he received Christ when he 
last took Communion. The Catholic 
teaching is that the whole Christ is re- 
ceived in the Communion wafer,—body 
and blood, soul and divinity. That is 


‘the consequence of the doctrine of tran- 


substantiation, and of the so-called real 
presence of Christ in the Eucharist. The 
Catholic is not taught that he must re- 
ceive Christ spiritually by an act of 
faith, according to John 1:12 and Rev- 
elation 3:20. This must be explained to 
him from Scripture. 


The New Birth and Baptism 


A fifth question that may lead to con- 
fusion is this: “Have you been born 
again?” The Catholic has been taught 
that the new birth is one of the results 
of baptism, and therefore he may well 
reply “yes” in all sincerity, even though 
he has never been born again in the 
Biblical meaning of the phrase, accord- 
ing to John 3:3-8. In fact, if your 
Catholic friend is well instructed in 
his religion, he might even quote John 
3:5 as proof that baptism produces the 
new birth. This text is also quoted by 
the Protestant groups who believe in 
baptismal regeneration. We might as 
well admit that, if we had no other 
Scriptures to explain it, we also might 
think that John 3:5 teaches the new 
birth through baptism. But what do 
these words of Christ really mean: 
“Except a man be born of water. and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God”? Let us compare 
Scripture with Scripture: 

In Ephesians 5:25, 26, we read: 
“Christ also loved the church, and gave 
himself for it; that he might sanctify 
and cleanse it with the washing of wa- 
ter by the word.” Here we see that 
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the Word of God is symbolized by 
water. The same is true in Isaiah 55: 
10, 11. When we further examine James 
1:18 and 1 Peter 1:23, we discover that 
we are born again by the Word of 
God. 

In the light of these four passages, 
the words of Christ in John 3:5 become 
perfectly clear: The Holy Spirit is the 
agent in our salvation and new birth, 
while the Word of God, symbolized by 
water, is the instrument the Spirit uses. 
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The part played by the Word of God 
in saving a lost soul is further empha- 
sized in such passages as Romans 1:16; 
10:17; 2 Timothy 3:15. ; 

Other passages that seem, on the sur- 
face, to teach that baptism saves us, 
such as Mark 16:16; Galatians 3:27; 1 
Peter 3:21, and others, undoubtedly re- 
ally refer to the baptism of (or in) the 
Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:13), and not to 
water baptism. 

(To be continued) 


What Progress Among the Aucas? 


A report mailed from Quito on June 10 


T HAS been nearly eight months 

since Rachel Saint and I, in company 
with my little daughter Valerie, six 
Quichua Indians, and ten Aucas, first 
entered Auca territory. That step was 
a clear and miraculous answer to many 
prayers. Since the death of the five 
‘men in January, 1956, many thousands 
of people had prayed for that entrance. 
There are a great many still praying— 
for an entrance of the Light of Life 
into Auca hearts. It is time to answer 
some of the questions of those who 
pray and have a special interest in the 
work. 

In the first place, we want it to be 
clear that we are working with the 
Aucas, and with the very ones who 
killed the five men. I have received 
many letters saying that it was reported 
that Rachel Saint and I had been in 
Auca territory but had left it because 
of (a) the hazards involved, or (b) the 
need for “rest and recuperation,” or (c) 
that one or the other of us had gone 
to the United States for furlough. It 
has even been reported recently that 
we had had nervous breakdowns or 
gotten married! The facts are these: 
Rachel and I spent the first eight weeks 
together in Aucaland, from October 8, 
i958, to December 1. Then she went to 
Quito with Dayuma for ten weeks; I 
returned for three weeks to Aucaland 
alone, and then went to Peru. We were 
together once more in Tiwaenu (which 
is the name of the river on which we 
live) from February through April, 
when I went to Quito to visit my in- 
laws and my sister, Virginia, mission- 
ary to the Philippines, whom I had not 
seen for over seven years. At this writ- 
ing, Rachel and Dayuma are still in 
Tiwaenu, and I am in Arajuno, which is 
‘a small Quichua Indian station, the 
‘jumping-off place” for our three-day 
journey into Tiwaenu. The Lord will- 
ing, I will be leaving here tomorrow 
for Tiwaenu with my daughter, and 
Marj Saint and Mardelle Senseney of 
the Gospel Missionary Union. These 
two women are going in with me for a 
two-day visit, and then will return to 
the “outside.” Rachel plans to make a 


visit to her base (headquarters of the 
Wycliffe Translators) 


in July, when 


By ELISABETH ELLIOT 


Dayuma’s little son Sammy will have 
school vacation. 

The question most often asked is, 
“What is the response of the Aucas to 
the Gospel?” I cannot answer this with 
much authority, principally because of 
the huge difficulty of the language. 
Rachel and I are studying it constantly, 
of course. This is our main task every 
day. But I feel very far from any real 
comprehension of it, and indeed we 
have not even succeeded as yet in de- 
veloping an adequate alphabet for the 
language. Imagine a language that has 
no s, ch, or sh sounds; a language whose 
vowels are sometimes nasalized (mean- 
ing one thing) and sometimes not na- 
Salized (which gives the word a differ- 
ent meaning). There is even a sound 
that may be either a consonant or a 
vowel—I have not been able to analyze 
it so far. The Aucas have a way of ex- 
pressing ideas very economically—they 
can “leave out” many words which we 
consider necessary for the sense. I am 
frequently completely lost when trying 
to follow a conversation, as I don’t yet 
understand how they express time, 
place, and person. In other words, I 
may get the subject without having 
the least idea when, where, or who! 
The conversation of the Auca is most 
often taken up with immediate things, 
things seen, things material. Abstract 
ideas are almost nonexistent. They talk 
of spearings and murder, but know lit- 
tle of what we call love. 

So I do not feel qualified to say that 
any of the Aucas are “saved.” There 
are some who have shown a definite 
interest in the stories of Jesus which 
Dayuma teaches them. Rachel has been 
teaching Dayuma individually for a 
period of years now. Dayuma is a 
sincere believer, and is. faithful in 
teaching her people what she knows of 
the Scriptures, gathering them together 
each Sunday morning and sometimes 
on other weekdays, and telling them to 
sit still and listen to her story. There 
are a few who refuse to come and lis- 
ten. There are more who come, but 
who have difficulty paying attention 
for more than a few minutes. Remem- 
ber—they have never been required to 
sit still and listen to anyone unless 
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they felt like it. And of course it is 
quite natural for them to interrupt and 
make comments, either relevant or 
wholly irrelevant to the subject. Re- 
member, too, that many of them had 
never seen anyone they did not know, 
until we foreigners arrived. To ask 
them to listen to a story of a man who 
lived so long ago and far away, and 
whose name means nothing to them, is 
not an easy thing. It is simply not in- 
teresting to some of them, especially 
the older women. They would rather 
discuss the ulcer on Watu’s knee, or 
how Kyaentu was speared. This brings 
to our attention with great force the 
incontestable fact that salvation is of 
the Lord. Only He can make them 
want to listen. Only He can make the 
message which is the “power of God 
unto salvation” meaningful to a prim- 
itive mind. 

The Aucas have proved very friendly 
to us. Is this a sign of their “response 
to the Gospel”? I do not know. Dabu, 
for example, has always been as friendly 
as one could imagine. As he has heard 
more of the Gospel, he has declared that 
he believes it. The word for “believe,” 
however, may mean simply “to remem- 
ber, to know, to have in mind,” or even, 
perhaps, “to love.” Dabu was seriously 
bitten by a poisonous snake several 
weeks ago. We administered medicine, 
of course, and prayed for him. We 
told him we had prayed. The Lord 
spared his life, and he attributed that 
to our help. We are grateful for this, 
for of course if he had died, we might 
have been blamed for having admin- 
istered “poison.” I am not sure whether 
he understands that it was God who 
saved his life. (See story in THE Sun- 
DAY SCHOOL TIMEs of June 20.) 

Another encouraging sign has been 
the attitude of the Aucas to their former 
enemies, the Quichuas. The Quichua 
Indians live on the edges of the Auca 
territory, and over a period of years 
each has regarded the other as his 
potential killer, and there have been a 
number of incidents between them. 
When Mintaka and Mankamu returned 
to their tribe after living with me in a 
Quichua environment for nearly a year, 
they were able to tell their people that 
the foreigners were not cannibals, after 
all, and that they were like brothers to 
them. Dayuma, too, prepared the way 
for our entrance to the Auca tribe, as 
she had had twelve or thirteen years 
with foreigners (Quichuas, Ecuadorians, 
and Americans). Each time I have 
made a trip out to Arajuno several 
Aucas have come with me. Now all of 
the men in the tribe except one have 
been to visit the Quichuas. This last 
time, Nimunga, one of the men who had 
part in killing my husband and the 
other missionaries, came with me. 
Rachel and I had felt that he was per- 
haps the least friendly, and certainly 
he was shy. However, when we arrived 
at the Quichua home on the Curaray 
where we always spend a night on our 
way out, he asked me three times to 
please tell the Quichuas that he was 
their brother. “We come to your house, 
we drink your chicha, we sleep on your 
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bamboo. Now we want you to come to 
our house. We will give you chicha. 
You will sleep on our bamboo. We are 
all brothers. We do not want to kill 
anymore. We don’t make spears. Do 
not be afraid.” 

There are several of the women who 
listen especially. well to Dayuma’s stor- 
ie. Gimari, her sister, and a woman 
named Dawa have phenomenal mem- 
ories for detail. I have heard them 
telling the others the Bible stories Day- 
uma has told them. They say they be- 
lieve. They are learning to pray now. 
Mankamu often prays aloud, lying in 
her hammock before going to sleep. 
Minkayi, one of the men who killed the 
five missionaries, asked me one night 
to sit down by his fire and tell him 
about God’s Son. He could not remem- 
ber the name, but wanted to hear about 
Him again. Munga asked me where God 
lived, was He like us, was He only one? 

In these days—and it may be months, 
years—before we can speak to the Au- 
cas of the things that mean everything 
to us, we have had occasion to exam- 
ine the New Testament afresh to dis- 
cover our responsibility. Clearly, we 
are meant to show, not just to preach, 
the life of Jesus. How can we do this 
when we are foreigners, when our cus- 
toms are so different, our minds work 


ID you ever have a young child 

insist on “helping” you weed a 
flower bed? How did you explain to 
him the difference between weeds and 
flowers? Involved here is a teaching 
procedure used by our Lord, and ef- 
fective in each one of our lives. This 
procedure is simply to teach, or explain, 
by way of contrasting two unlike cate- 
Bories, then classifying them in order 
to further clarify the explanation. You 
have probably used this procedure, but 
have you made the best use of it? 
How then can we make the most of this 
Simple and important teaching proce- 
dure? 

Any teaching method used by our 
Lord can best be understood by observ- 
ing the instances in which He used it 
and for what apparent purposes. Let 
us look at the parables for examples. 
Representing the Lord’s work under 
Many different aspects, the parables 
8ive many simple but great lessons by 
way of parallelism and simile, and 
Many fruitful symbols to be wisely 
studied and interpreted. Note that the 
contrasts in the more familiar parables 
are particularly concerned with two 
distinct classes of people. We read of 
the wise and foolish; the good and bad; 
the faithful and unfaithful; the profit- 
able and unprofitable; the fruitful and 
unfruitful. ; 





Often, however, our Lord not only 
teaches by contrasting people and 
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so differently, our very appearance is 
so strange to them? Are they to be- 
lieve that the message we bring is a 
foreign one? That in order to embrace 
it they must also embrace our customs? 
This would be enough to alienate them 
from the start. The Auca, far from 
wanting to imitate us, regards us as 
children. We cannot mold pots, we do 
not know how to fish with a net, we 
cannot peel manioc or plantains with 
anything like the dexterity they have, 
we know nothing of weaving hammocks 
or nets, we cannot even follow their 
trails without help! No wonder they 
look upon us as terribly incapable, 
though tolerably likable. Can we pos- 
sibly demonstrate to them what we 
mean by the life of Jesus? We must. 
Our responsibility is clear. It is for 
this that we need your prayers. 


And that brings me to the next most- 
asked question: “What shall we pray 
for?” Ask that our “love may abound 
yet more and more in knowledge and 
in all judgment; that [we] may ap- 
prove things that are excellent; that 
[we] may be sincere and without of- 


’ fence till the day of Christ” (Phil. 1: 


9, 10), and that the life of Jesus may 
be manifest in our mortal flesh. 


Quito, ECUADOR. 


Contrast, Classification, and Illustration 


Three methods Christ used in teaching 


By MARY L. HAMMACK 


things, but also by classifying them at 
the same time. An example is the lilies, 
which bloom without toil, contrasted 
and classified with the flowers and 
grasses that fade and are quickly de- 
stroyed. Then there are the thorns, 
which cannot produce grapes, and the 
thistles, which never bring forth figs. 
Note the parallelism in the Parable of 
the Sower, where the hearers of the 
Word are represented under the figure 
of four kinds of soil. Again, these may 
be contrasted and classified as the pre- 
pared and unprepared; the ploughed 
and unploughed land, for the fruitful 
soil had been ploughed. Likewise note 
the two varieties of seed in the Parable 
of the Tares; two kinds of plants in 
Matthew 15:13; two groups of watchers 
in the Parable of the Virgins; and two 
sorts of fish gathered in the net. The 
parable of the draught of fishes, the 
eStimate of the fishes cannot be made 
till the net is drawn to land and the 
fish are sorted. Leviticus 11 tells how 
the fish may be divided. We read that 
whatsoever hath fins and scales shall 
be accounted clean and good to be 
eaten, while all that have not fins and 
scales shall be an abomination. 

Contrast then classification through 
the use of similes can be seen in the 
passages where our Lord referred to the 
ox, patiently laboring in the yoke, and. 
to sparrows, insignificant but numbered 
and cared for. Harmless doves and 
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wise serpents are linked together, show- 
ing the need and relationships of con- 
trasting characteristics, yet they must 
be contrasted and classified for real 
teaching clarity. Here it may well be 
said that there must not be the wisdom 
of the serpent without the harmless- 
ness of the dove. 

Turning attention to symbols, we 
note the symbol of a house, perhaps 
representing the heart of a person, or 
referring to a nation. By studying them 
together, it is possible to see the sig- 
nificance of the two foundations—rock 
and sand; two kinds of building ma- 
terial—wood, hay and stubble; or gold, 
silver, and precious stones. Then there 
are two kinds of besiegers and con- 
querors—the enemy and the deliverer, 
who represent two kinds of occupants. 
There are two ways of storing the house 
—for self and for others. It may be 
observed that the house is lighted. Con- 
trast the significance and importance 
of the foundation, which may not be 
seen, with the light, which all men may 
see. 

Herein we have shown how our Lord 
taught by contrasting then classifying 
through the use of parallelism, similes, 
and symbols. Teaching that keeps your 
pupils alert and interested in the truths 
gained through your presentation must 
include a wide variety of illustrative 
comparisons. This means your presen- 
tation will need variety. Use parallel- 
ism, similes, and symbols and make 
good use of the simple, timely proce- 
dure of contrasting then classifying. 
The need is endless for variety of 
illustrations that make for practical, sim- 
ple, and clear teaching. Do not under- 
estimate the power of driving home 
the truths of God’s Word by use of 
contrasts and classifications. Our Lord 
used them; let us follow His example. 


SALEM, OREG. 
4 


A Tool Kit for Teachers 


HAT Sunday school teacher has 

not had to face such problems as 
discovering the best way to prepare a 
lesson, how to study her pupils, getting 
attention, finding and using illustrations, 
how to ask good questions, how to main- 
tain discipline, and the like? A hand- 
book, attractively bound in blue paper 
cover, and giving valuable answers to 
such problems and a number of others, 
has been prepared by Philip E. Howard, 
Sr. It is called “A Little Kit of Teach- 
ers’ Tools.” 

Why not place a copy in the hands 
of each of your busy Sunday school 
teachers and Christian workers, and give 
them the advantage of these Spirit- 
filled suggestions and the lift and in- 
spiration that may come from putting 
into practice these tested methods of 
Sunday school teaching and evangelism? 
The cost is moderate—one copy for 40 
cents; six for $2; twelve for $3.75; fifty 
for $15; or one hundred for $28. Just 
ask for the “Little Kit of Teachers’ 
Tools,” and address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5. 
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LESSON 6. AUGUST 9. LIFE-VANITY OR VICTORY? 


(Temperance) 


Ecclesiastes; printed text, 5:1, 2, 4-6, 8-12, 18, 19 
_ Golden Text.—Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be thou in the fear of the Lord all the day long.—Prov. 23:17 


THE KiNG JAMES VERSION 
Eccles. 5:1 Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of 
God, and be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of 
fools: for they consider not that they do evil. 
2 Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be 
hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, 
therefore let thy words be few, 


and thou upon earth: 


4 When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; 
for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast 


vowed. 


5 Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou 


shouldest vow and not pay. 


6 Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin; neither 
say thou before the angel, that it was an error: wherefore 
should God be angry at thy voice, and destroy the work of 


thine hands? 


8 If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and violent per- 
verting of judgment and justice in a province, marvel not at 
the matter: for he that is higher than the highest regardeth; 


and there be higher than they. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE author of Ecclesiastes was 
UT ecuvttess Solomon, the _ wise, 

wealthy, and powerful son of Da- 
vid. He calls himself “the Preacher” 
(1:1, 2, 12). In Hebrew this is Koheleth, 
the convener of an assembly. Ecclesi- 
astes is a Greek title similar to ecclesia 
(“church,” those who are “called out”). 

Solomon reminds his readers that hu- 
man life apart from God is empty, futile, 
and vain. In itself it has nothing what- 
ever to offer that brings enduring satis- 
faction. 

The ruler spoke with the voice of ex- 
perience. As “king over Israel in Jeru- 
salem” (1:12), he had all that man 
could wish. God had endued him with 
unusual wisdom. His wealth was im- 
mense, his possessions fabulous, his pal- 
ace magnificent, his household huge. 
He was universally respected. In short, 
if any man could have found perma- 
nent pleasure in things, people, and 
achievements, Solomon should have 
been that man. 

But his verdict is the opposite of what 
one might expect. He makes it clear 
that the heart of man will never find 
perpetual peace until it rests in God. 


Verse by Verse 


Eccles. 5:1—“Keep thy foot when 
thou goest to the house of God ... be 
more ready to hear, than. . . sacrifice of 
fools ... they consider not that they do 
evil.” “Keep thy foot” is “guard your 
Steps”; for one’s outward walk reflects, 
and sometimes controls his inward at- 


vanity. 


9 Moreover the profit of the earth is for all: the king him- 
self is served by the field. 

10 He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver: 
nor he that loveth abundance with increase: this is also 


11 When goods increase, they are increased that eat them: 
and what good is there to the owners thereof, saving the be- 


holding of them with their eyes? 


him to sleep. 


12 The sleep of a labouring man is sweet, whether he eat 
little or much: but the abundance of the rich will not suffer 


18 Behold that which I have seen: it is good and comely for 
one to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his la- 
bour that he taketh under the sun all the days of his life, 
which God giveth him: for it is his portion. 

19 Every man also to whom God hath given riches and 


wealth, and hath given him power to eat thereof, and to 


of God. 


4 we 4 we 


titudes. To “draw near to hear” (Heb.), 
ie., “to pay attention and obey” (cf. 1 
Sam. 15:22), is more important than 
meaningless. external rites; although 
fools, in performing such rites, may not 
realize in their perversity that their sac- 
rifices—mere formal ceremonies unac- 
companied by obedience—are evil in 
God’s sight. 

Verse 2—‘Be not rash with thy 
mouth ...to utter any thing before God 
. . . God is in heaven, and thou upon 
earth: therefore let thy words be few.” 
The warning is against vain, empty 
thoughtlessness in prayer (cf. Matt. 6: 
7). To be “hasty” in utterance implies 
carelessness, a lack of heart prepared- 
ness in approaching the Lord in prayer. 
What right has the creature (“upon 
earth”) thus to draw near to the God of 
majesty and heavenly glory? 


Verse 4—“When thou vowest ... unto 
God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no 
pleasure in fools ...” Compare these 
words with Deuteronomy  23:21-23. 
Vows were voluntary promises or com- 
mitments which men made to God. 
Wise men made such vows only when 
their hearts so dictated. Because their 
vows were sincere, they performed 
them. Fools delayed or failed to keep 
their vows, either from laziness, neg- 
lect, or stubbornness, thus proving their 
insincerity. Of course the Almighty was 
displeased with them. 

Verse 5—“Better is it that thou 
shouldest not vow, than that thou 


shouldest vow and not pay.” ‘It was no 
sin not to make promises to God (cf. 
Deut. 23:22). But once a vow was made, 
a person’s faith, sincerity, and integrity 
demanded that he fulfill it. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School L 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, cop 
national 


take his portion, and to rejoice in his labour; this is the gift 





ns; the International 
yrienees by Inter- 
Council of Religious Education. 


Verse 6.—“Suffer not thy mouth to 
cause thy flesh to sin; neither say... 
before the angel... . it was an error: 
wherefore should God be angry at thy 
voice, and destroy ... ?” Making rash 
vows may lead to evil deeds (“flesh” 
signifies man’s evil nature). Study, for 
example, the vow of Jephthah (Judges 
11:30, 31) or of Saul (1 Sam. 14:24, 39). 
“Angel” simply means the “messenger” 
of God, as the priest or minister (cf. 
Rev. 2:1). The thought is: Do not 
dodge the issue of your disobedience in 
failing to keep a vow. Your obvious 
evasion and unwarranted self-defense 
will provoke God to anger. 


Verse 8.—“If thou seest the oppression 
of the poor, and .. . perverting of judg- 
ment ...in a province, marvel not... 
he that is higher than the highest re- 
gardeth ... there be higher than they.” 
Out in the provinces, far from the cen- 
ter of government, injustices would 
more likely occur. The reference is to 
corruption in the system of graded leg- 
islative and financial control, e.g. 0 
fraud in taxgathering, biased law courts, 
and unfair legal procedures. Even 
“high-ups” in. such officialdom may be 
involved. But above them all is God, 
who keeps His divine record. 

Verse 9.—“Moreover the profit of the 
earth is for all: the king himself is 
served by the field.”. The law of supply 
and demand, which goes back to its root 
in agriculture, applies to all.men, even 
to a monarch, Hence all are tempted 
in the matters of justice and personal 
gain. 
Verse 10.—“He that loveth silver shall 
not be satisfied with silver; nor he that 
loveth abundance with increase: this is 
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. vanity.” “Vanity” means “empti- 
ness.” Man’s appetite for money and 
goods is never satisfied by their acquisi- 
tion. The more his possessions the 
greater his appetite for still more. 
Avarice, greed, and covetousness are 
heart attitudes. They are changed, not 
by things, but only when the heart is 
changed. 

Verse 11—“When goods increase, they 
are increased that eat them .. . what 
good... to the owners . . . saving the 
beholding of them... ?” The greater a 
man’s possessions the more servants are 
needed to manage them. These serv- 
ants must eat! A vicious circle com- 
mences: gain leads to expansion which 
causes the gain to diminish! The 
owner cannot enjoy more than his own 
capacity to enjoy! He must simply look 
on while his underlings devour his earn- 
ings. 

Verse 12—“The sleep of a labouring 
man is sweet, whether he eat little or 
much ... the abundance of the rich will 
not suffer him to sleep.” Contentment 
and lack of anxiety are the lot of the 
man whose possessions are adequate 
but limited. He sleeps because his wor- 
ries are few. The rich man has a com- 
plex assortment of tensions which keep 
him awake. Are his investments wise, 
will his goods be safe, can he trust his 
employees, what about his competitors, 
and so forth? 


Verse 18.—“Behold that which I have 
seen... it is good... to eat and to 
drink, and to enjoy the good of all his 
labour ... under the sun all the days of 
his life, which God giveth him .. .” 
This is Solomon’s personal conclusion. 
He advocates the simple, not the self- 
indulgent life, as “comely” (fitting, 
Heb.). This is in contrast to the greed 
of the avaricious man. The contented 
person is the one who recognizes God’s 
gracious provisions sustaining him. 

Verse 19.—‘Every man also to whom 
God hath given riches ...and... 
power to eat thereof .. . and to rejoice 
in his labour; this is the gift of God.” 
Possessions are valuable only when 
their owner can personally enjoy them 
and when he is happy in the work 
through which he earns them. The 
truly contented man realizes that both 
his goods and his capacity for happi- 
hess are gifts from God. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Human life, unless it is motivated by 
a realization of God’s sovereignty, con- 
cern, and will is drab, monotonous, 
transient, and totally unsatisfying. 

All men, whether they are wise or 
fools, swiftly perish (2:16). One gen- 
eration simply repeats the experiences 
of its predecessor. Men may seem bet- 
ter than beasts, but in the end both men 
and beasts must die (3:19). Iniquities 
and oppression abound. Men eat and 
drink but their appetites are not sat- 
isfied (6:7). They enter the world 
naked and leave it naked (5:15). What 
have all their labor and anxiety really 
achieved? Life is after all a flickering, 


futile shadow (6:12). ’ 
If this were actually one’s ultimate 
conviction he might with some reason 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
6. August 2.—The Testing of 
p | Seer ee 5 Job 1; 19; 28; 88; 42 


Next Week’s Lesson 


7. August 16.—God’s Steadfast 
Love, ....Lamentations 











decide that the way of wisdom is simply 
to eat and drink, to be moderately 
righteous and moderately wicked (7:16, 
17), and to get as much out of life as 
possible until the dread, inescapable 
day of death arrives. 

Those who indulge in drink today, 
whether they realize it or not, are act- 
ing as though this were their pitiful 
point of view. Poor, mistaken people! 

Solomon does not let the matter rest 
there. He reminds his audience that 
God is in control (3:13, 14; 7:14); He is 
the exalted One (5:2), worthy of wor- 
ship (5:1), and judge of men (3:15-17; 
12:14). Man must fear Him and 
“keep his commandments” (7:18; 12:13). 
Otherwise life is indeed an unresolved 
puzzle and a frustrating experience. 

Moreover the time to start remember- 
ing one’s Creator is in youth (12:1), be- 
fore the passage of time has destroyed 
various parts of the body (study Eccles. 
12:3-6), dulled the. senses, marred one’s 
usefulness, and cooled the ardor of his 
enthusiasm. Amen! 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The emptiness of life (Eccles. 1:1 to 
4: 16) 

2. Exhortations and reflections in view 
of life’s emptiness (5:1 to 11:10) 

3. The conclusion of the matter: remem- 
ber, fear, and obey God (12: 1-14) 


Topics for Development 

Ecclesiastes and You. Solomon had a 
good deal of light. He knew and taught 
the futility of mere existence apart 
from the fear of God. This is basic 
truth. But how much more has been 
revealed since Solomon’s day! 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HAT is meant by “Ecclesiastes” 
and “Preacher’”?. (Eccles. 1:1, 2.) 

2. In what respect was the author 
personally prepared to’ pen these words? 

3. What was his verdict concerning 
life apart from God? 

4. Why cannot things in themselves 
bring enduring happiness? 

5. Why did Solomon hate all his “la- 
bour ... under the sun”? 

6. How did one enter, and how must 
he leave the world? 

7. What in general are represented 
by the “keepers of the house,” 
“grinders” (12:3), “silver cord,” and 
“golden bowl” (12:6)? 

8. At what age did the Preacher urge 
people to remember their Creator? 

9. What was Solomon’s net conclu- 
sion as to man’s “whole duty”? 

10. Why do believers today not regard 
life as empty and futile? 


(Answers on page 574) 
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The Lord Jesus has come, bringing 
not merely answers to the riddle of life, 
but abundant life itself. He has trans- 
formed the monotonous and made it 
glorious. He has caused the dull to be- 
come radiant. He has given His blood- 
bought people a positive, satisfying 
daily motivation—tHe glory of God. By 
His perfect salvation He has changed 
our questions into answers, our com- 
plaints into gratitude, our problems into 
praise, our sorrows into song. 


Practical Applications 

Ecclesiastes is a tonic. Does life ever 
seem humdrum? Are you ever tempted 
to feel that you alone are in a rut, that 
your moments are very dull, and that 
life’s choicest experiences are passing 
you by? Stop! Think! Christ Jesus 
has come. He has changed the desert of 
despair into a garden of hope and cheer. 
Get busy for Him. Keep looking to 
Him. He wants you to know daily 
victory. 

“In the days of thy youth” (Eccles. 
12:1). Are you still young? Remem- 
ber the Saviour now, before the passage 
of time saps your energy and dims your 
vision. Are you no longer young? 
“Then look around you. -Feel a sense of 
urgency and _ responsibility for the 
young people - whose lives you touch. 
Lead them to the Son of God. 

“Be not rash with thy mouth” (Eccles. 
5:2), whether in making vows or other- 
wise. Thank you, Lord! Perhaps I 
need this admonition. May the Holy 
Spirit teach me when to be silent and 
when to speak (cf. Eccles. 3:7). 

May I not be vexed when I see the 
ungodly prosper (cf. Eccles. 7:15). God 
knows; and He is still on His throne. 


Golden Text 

Prov. 23:17—“Let not thine heart 
envy sinners: but be thou in the fear of 
the Lord all the day long.” We must 
not be jealous of sinners because (1) 
sin may seem pleasant but its end is 
death; (2) things and people in whom 
sinners delight all pass away, along 
with the sinners themselves; (3) God’s 
judgment for sin is inexorable; (4) our 
supreme task is a daily, hourly walk 
with our Lord. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 


“My God, I Thank Thee, Who Hast Made” 
“Take Time To Be Holy” 
“O Christ, in Thee My Soul Hath Found” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, we thank Thee that Thou 
hast made us for Thyself and redeemed 
us to Thyself through Jesus Christ. 
Help us so to ponder the wonder of Thy 
love toward us, sinners though we be, 
that it shall be our delight to serve 
Thee with all our heart forever. Set 
us free from the love of earthly things 
and set our heart’s affection on things 
above. So may we walk through life 
detached from the world but lovingly 
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serving the needs of those Thou wouldst 
reach and bless through us. Amid the 
many things we might do each day, 
lead us to discern and do those things 
that Thou wouldst have us do. Bless 
this lesson study to us and help us to 
profit by its wise teachings. Make us 
all wise unto salvation through Christ 
and speed the taking of the Gospel to 
all who know not Thy Son till Thy 
Church is complete and Jesus shall re- 
turn and reign. Forgive and cleanse us 
from all sin and give us to live victori- 
ous Christian lives to Thine honor, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—This study holds 
some thoughts on riches which pros- 
perous North America needs to ponder 
well. Look at Ecclesiastes 5:10: “He 
that loveth silver [money] shall not 
be satisfied with silver; nor he that 
loveth abundance with increase: this 
is also vanity.” We love money for the 
things we can buy that will give us the 
ease, comfort, and luxury of present- 





LIVING FOR 


NOT 
BUT 


OMFORT 
HRIST 











day living standards in America. But 
are our modern comforts worth what 
they cost? Not when we buy them at 
the cost of things more important. When 
children are neglected and family life 
harmed through both parents working 
to obtain more and more of today’s lux- 
uries, it is time to rethink the question 
of life’s purpose and its highest values. 

The most valuable things are not the 
latest in houses, furnishings, cars, and 
clothes. The most precious things in 
life are Christian faith and character, 
family affection and loyalty, and the 
service of God and our fellows. Living 
for material things rather than:for God 
is to seek satisfaction where it is not to 
be found. Augustine truly said that 
God has made us for Himself and our 
hearts are restless till they rest in Him. 
If you are putting the treasures of 
earth before the things of God, you will 
wake up some day to the emptiness of 
your life. “He that loveth silver shall 
not be satisfied with silver; nor he that 
loveth abundance with increase: this 
is also vanity.” 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Keep thy foot when thou goest to 
the house of God... .” (Eccles. 5:1).— 
The approach to God should be with 
considerate reverence. For “God is 
greatly to be feared in the assembly of 
the saints, and to be had in reverence 
of all them that are about him” (Psa. 
89:7). 

To the thoughtful it seems as though 
a tidal wave of irreverence is rolling 
over Christendom today. 

An increasing number of English min- 
isters are interested in tying together 
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sacred and popular music. In several 
churches in London, rock ’n’ roll and 
jazz concerts are a regular feature. One 
minister has even written a Commun- 
ion service set to jazz. 

The Easter edition of the University 
of British Columbia’s newspaper, the 
Ubyssey, contained three photographs 
that satirized Christ’s crucifixion and 
resurrection. They were described by 
the student council president as “unbe- 
lievably sacrilegious and disgusting.” 

There exists a crying need of Spirit- 
inspired awe on the part of worshipers 
today. 


When once thy foot enters the church, be bare; 

God is more there than thou; for thou art there 

Only by His permission. Then beware, 

And make thyself all reverence and fear. 
—Herbert 


“. . be thou in the fear of the Lord 
all the day long” (Prov. 23:17).—This 
memory text reveals the fact that a 
reverent attitude toward the Lord be- 
comes us at all times—not only while 
we are in the sanctuary. 

What happy and fruitful days Chris- 
tians would constantly enjoy if we all 
followed the splendid example of the 
Psalmist who said: “My tongue shall 
speak of thy ... praise all the day 
long” (35:28); and “In God we boast 
all the day long” (44:8); and “My 
tongue also shall talk of thy righteous- 
ness all the day long” (71:24). 

I’ll praise Thee while my days go on; 

I love Thee while my days go on; 

Through dark and dearth, through fire and frost, 
With emptied arms and treasure lost, 


I thank Thee while my days go on. 
—E. B. Browning 


“Better is it that thou shouldest not 
vow, than that thou shouldest vow 
and not pay” (Eccles. 5:5).—Believers 
should keep this verse in mind today. 
Practically every independent work, as 
well as organized work at home and 
abroad, desires to be prayed for and 
ministered to regularly. But many are 
not satisfied until they have definitely 
bound people with a vow or promise 
that they will pray daily and give reg- 
ularly to their particular work. It is 
easy enough to vow to pray and pay; 
but a difficult and sometimes impos- 
sible task to fulfill such vows. 

Remember it is not God who is ask- 
ing us to vow; hence, it is better not to 
vow than to vow and not pay. 

“Hasty resolutions are of the nature 
of vows and to be equally avoided,” 
said William Penn. 

When a certain preacher was asked 
how to attain true happiness, he re- 
plied: “Perform when you are well 
what you promised when you were 
ill!” 

“If thou seest the oppression of the 
poor...” (Eccles. 5:8).—What is it we 
see today in Russia, Red China, Hun- 
gary, Tibet, and other places, but the 
oppression of the poor and “violent 
perverting of judgment and justice”! 

One newspaper editor says: “The 
murders, tortures, and outrages com- 
mitted by the Chinese Communists in 
Tibet are an appalling disclosure of the 
utter brutality of a godless tyranny. 

“It has happened before, in Hungary 
and elsewhere. But it would be doubly 
shocking if the world became so inured 
to treachery and terror that it accepted 
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them in acquiescent silence.  Spirit- 
ually, we would be accessories after the 
fact to Communist atrocities. 

“It is disturbing and disgraceful that 
this seems to ke happening in the United 
Nations. The UN is, or should be, the 
trustee of the conscience of the world, 
Yet not one member nation has moved 
to bring the Tibetan oppression before 
it for censure. If the UN continues in 
a -vacuum of disinterest, its moral force 
will be impaired and its honor im- 
peached.” 

Our verse assures us that “he that is 
higher than the highest regardeth.” 
And other verses declare that He shall 
yet call powers and governors to an- 
swer for the abuse of their authorities. 





The American Medical Association re- 
cently stressed the fact that “alcohol is 
involved in about 50 per cent of auto © 
accidents with fatalities.” It is esti- 
mated that 15,000 Americans died last 
year in traffic mishaps “involving a 
drinking driver”! 

A seven-year-old boy in Los Angeles 
said his father forced him to drink 
half a pint of whiskey because he would 
not eat. The parents were on a drunken 
spree, financed from insurance money 
received after the death of another son! 
Both parents were held on a plain 
drunk charge at Central Jail. 

The boy was taken to Central Re- 
ceiving Hospital where doctors pumped 
his stomach and treated bruises and 
contusions on his cheeks, temple, and 
back. ; 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, this fifth chapter of Ec- 

clesiastes reminds us of how fully 
our Creator has equipped us for living 
a happy life. It is a good thing to ex- 
amine periodically this equipment and 
consider God’s purpose in supplying us 
with it. We need go no further than 
the first two verses of this chapter to 
discover four very important items, 
namely, the foot, the ears, the heart, 
the tongue. “Keep thy foot when thou 
goest to the house of God.” This may 
well mean reverence in God’s presence. 
Of course we are in God’s presence at 
all times; it would be well to remem- 
ber that. But this is a special time 
when you are in a worship service. It 
was the custom to remove the shoes 
when entering the Temple or place of 
worship; indeed, upon entering a home. 
It was an act of respect. The people 
wore sandals, and feet would be soiled 
by the dirt or dust in the road. As a 
rule the threshold would be supplied 
with a bowl of water and a towel. The 
visitor would remove sandals and wash 
and dry his feet before entering the 
apartment. How much more important 
to “keep thy foot [clean]” when enter- 
ing the house of God. We do not have 
such a custom in this country, but rev- 
erence in a. worship service is very im- 
portant. That means to enter quietly, 
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lesson for August 9 


sit quietly, and think quietly. Some- 
times you will see people engaged in 
conversation during a service. That is 
not right. It not only shows disrespect 
to God, but it disturbs others sitting 
nearby. It is also bad manners and re- 
fects upon one’s rearing. Little chil- 
dren are not so much to blame as their 
parents. 

“And be more ready to hear” comes 
next in verse 1. What a blessing to 
have ears to hear perfectly! Through 
them we get the message of the sermon 
and-enjoy the sacred music. And there 
is always a blessing in the service 
awaiting a good listener. Even if the 
srmon is dull there may yet be a 
blessing. You get it by a silent prayer 
that God will say something that will 
start you on a profitable line of think- 
ing The pastor of the church that I 
attend, before beginning his sermon, al- 
ways asks the congregation to bow in 
sient prayer asking God to speak to 
them through his message, and it never 
fails to bring a blessing to the hearers. 
That is “dialing in” to the ministry of 
the Holy Spirit whose truth is chan- 
neled through the voice of His servant, 
.the minister. Yes, “be more ready to 
hear.” 

“Be not rash with thy mouth... let 
thy words be few.” There are times 
when we are challenged to witness to 
the truth and it is a sin to keep silent, 
but of all the wonderful faculties with 
which God has supplied us, the tongue 
should be guarded closest—unless it is 
the imagination, but that is another 
story. “For he that will love life, and 
see good days, let him refrain his 
tongue from evil, and his lips that they 
speak no guile” (1 Pet. 3:10). “Death 
and life are in the power of the tongue: 
and they that love it shall eat the fruit 
thereof” (Prov. 18:21). “Whoso keepeth 
his mouth and his tongue keepeth his 
soul from troubles” (21:23). “And the 
tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so 
is the tongue among our members, that 
it defileth the whole body,. and setteth 
on fire the course of nature; and it is 
set on fire of hell” (Jas. 3:6). 

“And let not thine heart be hasty to 
utter any thing before God: for God is 
in heaven, and thou upon earth: there- 
fore let thy words be few” (Eccles. 5:2). 
‘Keep thy heart with all diligence; for 
rd - it are the issues of life” (Prov. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
— thing today let us have a news 
item: 


Kinc Takes LETTER TO TEMPLE 
King Hezekiah received a very 
threatening letter from the heathen 
king of Assyria. He took it to the 
Temple and spread it out before the 
Lord. The king besought the Lord 
to save Judah from the Assyrians, so 
other nations would know that 
He is the only true God. 
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The Lord sent a message to Heze- 
kiah by the Prophet Isaiah, saying 
that He had heard his prayer and 
that He would not allow Assyria to 
conquer Jerusalem, but would cause 
the king of Assyria to return to his 
own land. That night the angel of 
the Lord smote one hundred eighty- 
five thousand men of the Assyrian 
army, so the king did return to As- 
syria, where he died. 

We learn from this that when we 
have a seemingly insurmountable dif- 
ficulty, we can spread it out before 
the Lord and pray to Him about it. 


Thank you, Mary Vivian. Here are 
suggestions for news items next time: 
(1) Young King Josiah Smashes Images 
—2 Chronicles 34:1-7; (2) Temple Be- 
ing Repaired—2 Chronicles 34:8-13; (3) 
Book of the Law Found—2 Kings 22:1- 
10; (4) Law Read to the People—2 
Kings 23:1-3; (5) The Passover Kept 
—2 Kings 23: 21-26. 

Our lesson today is from the Book 
of Ecclesiastes. Although this book is 
farther over in the Bible than Kings 
and Chronicles, it-was written by King 
Solomon several hundred years before 
Hezekiah lived. 

Ecclesiastes, like Job, was written in 
poetry. It gives Solomon’s experiences 
trying to find happiness “under the sun,” 
meaning “on earth.” If anyone could 
have found happiness on this earth 
without God, it was King Solomon, the 
wisest and richest man who ever lived. 

Read Ecclesiastes 1:1-3. Here Solo- 
mon is raising the question, Is life 
worth living? Solomon tells how he 
tried to find the answer in wisdom. He 
was a great thinker and a keen ob- 
server of nature, and God had given 
him more wisdom than anyone else. 
But wisdom did not satisfy him. Read 
the last verse of chapter 1. 

Next Solomon tried to find satisfac- 
tion in pleasures and amusements. But 
he said, “This also is vanity.” 

Then he began improving his palace 
grounds, making beautiful gardens and 
pools, putting up fine buildings, gather- 
ing great possessions, making . money, 
even organizing a splendid choir and 
orchestra. Read Ecclesiastes 2:10, 11 to 
see his conclusions. This also was “van- 
ity and vexation of spirit.” King Solo- 
mon proved that neither wisdom, 
amusements, nor getting everything we 
want make life worth living. 

Next Solomon began considering other 
people’s lot in life. He noticed that 
after men labored for a lifetime to at- 
tain something, they died and left it to 
someone who had not labored for it. 
He also noticed that those who got 
rich were envied by their neighbors. 
He concluded that it is better to have 
a little with peace, than a lot with 
vexation (Eccles. 4:6). 

In chapter 5, Solomon gives good ad- 
vice on many subjects. Read verses 
1, 2. He says we should be more ready 
to hear than to speak, which is always 
true, though he is referring particularly 
to behavior in the house of the Lord. 
Read verses 4-6. Here again the first 
application is to promises made to the 
Lord. Yet, under every circumstance, 
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it is better not to make a promise than 
to make one and not keep it. 

Read verses 8-12.. King Solomon was 
grieved at the oppressions of the poor 
that he saw, which even he could not 
correct. You and I have far less power 
than he did. We should right every 
wrong within our power, but in things 
beyond our power, we can ‘take com- 
fort as he did, knowing He “that is 
higher than the highest” sees the wrong, 
and will certainly make it right in His 
good time. 

People who are spending their lives 
feverishly seeking gain should consider 
verse 11. What good will wealth do 
them, except to behold it with their 
eyes. A person can eat only so much, 
wear only so many clothes. After sat- 
isfying one’s needs in comfort, there is 
no sense in amassing wealth. 

Read verses 18, 19. Solomon con- 
cludes that man should enjoy the re- 
sults of his labor, though he had found 
even that “vanity.” 

The conclusion of Ecclesiastes is that 
it is vain to seek happiness under the 
sun. Instead, we should remember our 
Creator in the days of our youth, for 
God is going to bring every work into 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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judgment. And remembering Him will 
help to keep us from sin. But Ecclesi- 
astes does not go on to tell us how to 
be cleansed from sin. The theme of 
the book is “under the sun,” and so it 
stops there. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Bules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


When Christ Lives Within—Let not 
thine heart envy sinners: but be thou 
in the fear of the Lord all the day long 
(Prov. 23:17, Golden Text). A young 
man appealed for spiritual help -to Dr. 
A. B. Simpson, who, over a period of 
months, displayed a fatherly interest in 
him. One day the young man said, 
“Dr. Simpson, I am all right when I 
am with you, but when I get away 
from you, I do not seem to have the 
strength to resist temptation.” Where- 
upon the beloved teacher said, “Sup- 
pose it were possible for me to get in- 
side of you and live my life in you and 
through you. Do you think that would 
Solve your problem?” “Most assuredly,” 
replied the young man. “But,” said Dr. 
Simpson, “you must. believe that the 
Scriptures teach that you have a greater 
than I living in you, for every believer 
has Jesus Christ abiding in his heart. 
He is your life. It is your privilege 
and duty to let Him live His life in and 
through you.”—From Howard W. Fer- 
rin, in “Climbing the Heights.” Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 
Prize illustration. 


Accidental (?) Death—The sacrifice 
of fools: for they consider not that they 
do evil (Eccles. 5:1). A friend of mine 
was working a fast freight train when a 
car crashed through the gates of a level 
crossing and became entangled on the 
pony track of the engine. It was 
dragged along, smashing itself to pieces, 
till the train could be stopped. Of the 
four inside, two were dead, one bleed- 
ing to death, and one unconscious and 
terribly injured. At the inquest it was 
stated that the party had been from one 
public house [bar] to another from open- 
ing till closing time, that the red light on 
the crossing was in perfect order, and 
that the car was driven into the gate at 
full speed. The verdict? “Accidental 
death.” Should it not have been “Al- 
coholic death”?—From the Methodist Re- 
corder. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 


A Blasphemer Converted.—Be not 
rash with thy mouth, and let not thine 
‘heart be hasty to utter any thing be- 
fore God: for God is in heaven, and 
thou upon earth: therefore let thy 
words be few (Eccles. 5:2). Some years 
ago, Dr. Walter Maier reported that a 
new play opened in one of Moscow’s 
leading theaters—a blasphemous comedy 
entitled “Christ in Tuxedo.” A packed 
house saw the first act with a scene 
featuring a church altar arrayed like a 
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saloon bar with bottles of beer, wine, 
and vodka. Fat priests sat around the 
altar, raising their arms in drunken 
toasts. Nuns squatted on the sanctu- 
ary floor playing cards. It was another 
of those degrading exhibitions of athe- 
ism which repeatedly marked the Red 
rebellion against the Saviour and which, 
despite frequent and increasing at- 
tempts to whitewash this horror, should 
make every American Christian pray 
and work with redoubled force that 
such ruinous godlessness may not over- 
take our beloved country. The second 
act featured Comrade Alexander Ros- 
tovzev, a Moscow matinee idol, a dyed- 
in-the-wool disciple of Marx and a 
sneering enemy of Jesus. You can 
imagine, then, how the audience roared 
when Rostovzev walked out on the stage 
impersonating Christ, dressed in a flow- 
ing oriental robe and carrying a large 
New Testament. Soon after his en- 
trance he was to read two verses from 
the Sermon on the Mount, remove his 
Palestine gown, and cry out, “Give me 
my tuxedo and top hat!” Rostovzev, as 
directed by the script, began to intone 
slowly: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of God. 
Blessed are they that mourn, for they 
shall be comforted.” Then, instead of 
following his cues and putting on the 
tuxedo, he stopped as though paralyzed. 
An uneasy silence gripped the spec- 
tators when the smooth, suave actor, 
his whole body shaking, started to read 
again: “Blessed are the meek, for they 
shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they 
who hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness, for they shall be filled. Blessed are 
the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” 
He finished the forty-one remaining 
verses of Matthew’s fifth chapter be- 
fore a stunned audience. Backstage 
other actors in the cast, perhaps think- 
ing that he was drunk, coughed, called, 
and stamped to urge the star of Mos- 
cow’s stage on with his forgotten blas- 
phemies. But Rostovzev was no longer 
a blasphemer. Christ’s Word had con- 
quered and converted him; for there, 
before the footlights, he who had reviled 
the Crucified now made the sign 
of the cross in the Russian Orthodox 
tradition, and cried out in the prayer of 
the penitent thief, “Lord, remember me 
when Thou comest into Thy kingdom!” 
That was too much for the management. 
The curtain was lowered, someone an- 
nounced that Comrade Rostovzev had 
taken ill suddenly; the performance was 
cancelled.—From Evangelical Christian. 
Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


The Difference Surrender Makes.— 
When thou vowest a vow... Pay that 
which thou hast vowed (Eccles. 5:4). In 
order to pay our vows the one essential 
is to look to God for strength to gain 
the victory. Jesus Christ can make all 
the difference between the man who 
keeps his vows and the one who breaks 
them. In London a gambler, running 
a low music hall by way of support, be- 
came a Christian. One day, after he 
had cleared out of business and was 
going along the street almost friend- 
less and penniless, a publican bade him 
good morning and invited him to drink. 
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“No,” said the convert, “I’ve stopped 
drinking. I’ve signed the pledge.” “Oh, 
you'll not keep that long,” said the 
publican. “I think I shall,” said the 
man. “I’ve got converted.” “Con. 
verted!” said the publican, “well, that 
does make a difference.” It makes al] 
the difference in the world whether we 
make our vows with hearts surren- 
dered to Chrjst or relying on self.—From 
a forty-year-old sermon. Sent by B, 
M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


Communism’s Utopia.—If thou seest 
... violent perverting of judgment and 
justice in a province, marvel not at the 
matter (Eccles. 5:8). Dr. Harry Rim- 
mer used to tell the story of a Com- 
munist in an American city who was 
waxing eloquent in his detailed descrip- 
tion of the Utopia that America would 
become when “the revolution” finally 
came. In his exuberant enthusiasm he 
said, “Why, brothers, after the Revo- 
lution you'll all eat strawberries and 
cream three times a day!” A young 
fellow in the crowd shouted, “I don't 
like strawberfies and cream!” The ora- 


tor flushed a deep red, anger making | 


his tones strident. Shaking his fist to- 
ward his critic, he shouted, “When we 
are running the country, you'll eat 
strawberries, or else!”—From the Prai- 
rie Overcomer. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Blue Springs, Nebr. 


The Emptiness of Worldly Pleasure. 
—This is also vanity (Eccles. 5:10). “I 
am an old man, not far from the eternal 
world. You may tell anyone that for 
the first forty-five years of my life I 
never had a whim or wish ungratified. 
I have seen life under many circum- 
stances and in many countries. What- 
ever pleasures there may be in sporting 
life, in political life, in military life, I 
have tried them all, and until I was 
forty-nine years of age, I never knew 
what peace meant. Rest and true joy 
were unknown; whereas, for twenty- 
two years since my conversion to God, 
my peace has been like a river.—From 
Marcus Wright. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


The Business Liquor Helps—It ‘. 


good and comely for one to eat and to 
drink, and to enjoy the good of all his 
labour that he taketh under the sun 
all the days of his life, which God 
giveth him: for it is his portion (Eccles. 
5:18). My grandson, Walter, sent me a 
story recently with the notation, “For 
Progress.” Apparently he thinks we 
need to make the magazine a bit more 
lively. Anyway, here is the story: A 
man making a temperance speech came 
to a dramatic pause after which he 
blurted out, “If anybody here can name 
an honest business that has been helped 
by the liquor traffic, I’ll stop working 
for temperance right here and now. 
One of his disteners stood up and said, 
“I am in an honest business that has 
been helped by the liquor trade.” Taken 
aback the lecturer shouted, “How can 
that be? What’s your line?” Replied 
the heckler, “I’m an undertaker.”—From 
Covenanter Witness. Sent by M. Irene 
Jury, Glendale, Calif. 
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lesson for August 9 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Meaning What We Say 
(Eccles. 5:4-6a, 19) 

OLD twenty-three pieces of colored 

paper to make small imitation 
books. 
names of the Bible Books already 
learned, one book on each paper. On 
the other six write the names of the 
Books of Poetry. At class time dis- 
tribute the first seventeen “books” 
among the pupils to be returned to the 
teacher in the right order. 

We have six more books: Job. Do 
you remember where to find Job in 
your Bible? What is that Book about? 
We do not know just when Job lived, 
but we can put his name on our time 
ladder about here (2000-year rung), and 
enter the name of the Book in the right 
margin. Next comes the Psalms, songs 
by King David and others. (Enter the 
Book in the right margin opposite 
David’s name on the time ladder.) Do 
the Psalms look to you like poetry or 
songs? (If pupils are using the King 
James Version, show an edition of the 
Bible in which the Psalms are arranged 
like verse, or a metrical version of the 
Psalms.) Instead of twin sounds that 
we call rhyme in our poetry (illustrate), 
the Hebrews used twin thoughts, or 
triplets. Find the triplet ideas in the 
first verse of the First Psalm. Some- 
times the twin thoughts look alike (v. 
2), sometimes they are just opposite 
from each other (v. 6). Proverbs, Ec- 
clesiastes, Song of Solomon we will put 
in the right margin opposite Solomon’s 
name. Lamentations is another Poetry 
Book, but it is put among the Books of 
the Prophets because it was written 
by a prophet. (Lay that “book” aside, 
and drill briefly on the order of the 
other five.) 

Did you ever promise to do some- 
thing with a friend, and Mother would 
not let you? “But I have to! I prom- 
ised!” you argued. Must we always 
keep a promise? Does Mother or Dad 
have the right to make you break it? 
(Let the children give instances, and 
their ideas on the subject.) What does 
the Bible say? The Bible tells espe- 
cially about solemn promises made to 
God, and whether they can be broken. 
A vow is a solemn promise. The bride 
and groom make marriage vows. Do 
you know what they promise? When 
you were baptized (if not infant bap- 
tism, in which case the parents made 
the vows), you made a solemn vow or 
Promise. (Illustrate from the forms 
Used in your church.) Have you made 
other promises to God? Listen to the 
words of Ecclesiastes 5:4-6a. (Use pic- 
tures to recall the following stories.) 
When Jacob met God on a dark night 
in the country at the foot of a heavenly 
ladder, God made five promises to 
Jacob, and Jacob made three promises 
to God. Can you find them in Genesis 
%8:10-22? Did God keep His promises? 
Did Jacob keep his promises? (I do 
Not remember that the Bible , tells 

er Jacob kept the last one or not, 
it does tell something of his keeping 


On seventeen of them write the — 
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MIND IF | SMOKE? 


what the proven facts are about— 
Cigarettes and lung cancer 

Cigarettes and heart disease 

The value of the filter tip cigarette 
Cigarettes and blood pressure 

The increase of lung cancer among women 
The best way to stop smoking 

The claims of the cigarette manufacturers 


You will find the answers to these questions and many more in this 
new book by one of America’s leading medical authorities. One 
hundred and sixty pages; four-color cover. 
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the other two.) Hannah made a vow 
to the Lord when she prayed for a 
baby boy. Did she keep her vow? (1 
Sam. 1.)' 

Now about a parent’s right to make 
you break a promise, see Numbers 30: 
3-5. (Explain the points as this is read, 
and help the children to see that God 
has given the parent this authority.) 
A husband had the same power over a 
wife’s vow (vv. 6-8). If Hannah’s hus- 
band had been unwilling to give their 
child to God, he could have made Han- 
nah break her promise. 

We must be careful not to make a 
promise we will not be able to keep. 
We must be careful not to make a 
promise to do something that is wrong. 
We should often promise this way: “I 
will if Mother is willing.” “That which 
is gone out of thy lips thou shalt keep 
and perform” (Deut. 23:23, Memory 
Verse). “O Jesus, I Have Promised” is 
an appropriate song to use or learn. 


Orono, MAINE. 
wy 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


‘T IS a very serious thing to make a 
promise to God. In the long, long 


ago, Solomon—who was known as the 
wisest man that ever lived—gave this . 
warning: “When you vow a vow to God 
do not delay in paying it, for He takes 
no pleasure in fools. Pay what you 


vow. It is better that you do not vow, 
than that you vow and do not pay. 
Do not allow your mouth to cause you 
to sin, and do not say before His mes- 
senger that the vow is a mistake” (Ec- 
cles. 5:4-6a, Berkeley Edition). 

It is good and right to make promises 
to God. But when we make them, we 
must remember that God will hold us 
to them. He will not forget what we 
have promised, you may be sure of that. 

In the Old Testament there are two 
stories that prove the importance of 
keeping a promise made to God. In 
the Book of Judges, Jephthah promised 
God that if God would help him to win 
a particular battle, he would give to 
God as a burnt offering sacrifice what- 
ever came out of the door of his house 
to meet him when he came home in 
victory. Jephthah had no way of 
knowing who or what would come out 
of his house. He was probably think- 
ing of one of the animals—a lamb or a 
cow. (In those days the animals lived 
so close to their owners that it was as 
if they were in the same house.) God 
remembered Jephthah’s promise—his 
vow. That day God helped Jephthah 
to win his battle over his enemy. Jeph- 
thah was happy over that, you may be 
sure! When he rushed home, guess who 
was the first to come out of his door? 
It was his only daughter! 

Jephthah’s promise had been that he 
would make a sacrifice to God on an 
altar of that which came out of his 
house. For him to burn his daughter 
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on an altar would certainly not please 
God. That was the custom of the 
heathen people who did not love or 
serve the true and living God of 
Heaven. How could Jephthah keep his 
promise to God? He set her apart and 
devoted her to God. She could never 
marry. So, because she was an only 
child, Jephthah never had any grand- 
children. This was a very difficult thing 
for Jephthah. It was even more diffi- 
cult for his daughter. But Jephthah 
kept his promise to God. 

One day when Saul was in a battle, 
he commanded, “Cursed is the man who 
eats food until evening, before I am 
avenged on my enemies” (1 Sam. 14: 
24). By saying this, Saul was making 
a promise to God. In his heart he 
promised that none of his soldiers would 
eat anything all day so that God would 
give him victory over his enemies. His 
promise affected not only himself, but 
his whole army. During the battle, the 
troops went through a forest. There 
were big honeycombs there, dripping 
with delicious honey. But the soldiers 
did not so much as take a taste. There 
was one soldier, however, who had not 
heard Saul put his troops under oath 
not to eat. That soldier was Jonathan, 
Saul’s son. So when Jonathan got to 
the honeycombs, he dipped the end of 
the stick that he had in his hand into 
the honey. As soon as he licked the 
stick, he felt better. How hungry he 
had been! How hungry all of the sol- 
diers had been! 

One of the mien told Jonathan, “Your 
father definitely put the troops under 
oath, saying, ‘Cursed is the man who 
takes food today’” (v. 28). 

Jonathan replied, “Just see how re- 
freshed I am because of this little bit 
of honey. How much greater would 
the slaughter of the Philistines have 
been if the troops had freely eaten” 
(vv. 29, 30). But, the Bible tells us, al- 
though the troops were lacking energy, 
they beat the Philistines that day. That 
night when Saul prayed to God asking 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 569) 

1. The “called-out assembly” and its 
“convener” or “gatherer.” 

2. As powerful, prosperous king in 
Jerusalem (Eccles. 1:12) he had tasted 
all that life could offer. 

3. It is vanity, emptiness (v..2). 

4. Because they quickly pass away 
(vv. 4-11). 

5. Because he would leave it all to 
some successor of whose worth he was 
not sure. 

6. Naked, i.e., with nothing (5:15). 

7. Various portions of the human 
body. 

8. In the days of their youth (12:1). 

9. Man must “fear God, and keep 
his commandments” (v. 13). 

10. Because the Lord Jesus came to 
bring us life “more abundantly” (John 
10:10). 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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for an answer about a particular thing, 
God did not answer him. Saul could 
not understand it. Then Saul learned 
that his son, Jonathan, was the cause of 
God’s refusing to speak to Saul. Im- 
agine his surprise when he learned that 
Jonathan had tasted a little bit of honey 
when Saul had commanded that no 





Dear Superintendent or Teacher: 


The fact that you are reading 
this column, “For Primary Teach- 
ers,” leads the Editors to believe 
that the International Uniform 
Lessons are being used at least in 
some department of your Sunday 
school. It will be of real help in 
determining the greatest usefulness 
of the Times lesson helps if you 


will tell us: 
1. Do you use regularly the 
Times column, “For Primary 


Teachers,” in preparing or teach- 
ing your lesson? 

2. Are the International Uniform 
lesson outlines used regularly in 
the Primary Department in your 
school? 

A postal card giving this infor- 
mation and the name and address 
of your school will be appreciated. 
Please address: The Editors, The 
Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 











one eat a thing! God had given Saul 
and his troops a great victory. The sol- 
diers had no strength of their own, be- 
cause they had not eaten. Jonathan 
had been a hero in that battle. But he 
had eaten some honey. Therefore God 
would not speak to Saul who had prom- 
ised that no one would eat. 

It is a very serious thing to make a 
promise to God. If the promise is to 
give Him money, or to speak to some- 
one else about the Lord—whatever we 
promise God, God holds us to that 
promise. Never, never forget it! 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 
By Helen G. H. Estelle 


Honorary President of the New York Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union 


Judy ‘Merrill, the Alaska songbird, 
best known singer in the 49th State, is 
a nondrinking, nonsmoking, churchgo- 
ing girl. She has been in Alaska for 
fifteen years. “If you do not drink and 
carouse, anyone can make good money 
in this country,” remarked Miss Merrill. 


“One in every thirteen men in the 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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United States, twenty years or more of 
age, is an alcoholic,” says J. E. Laugh. 
lin, plant production manager of Fire. 
stone Tire and Rubber Company of 
Akron, Ohio. 


Asked about his youthfulness and 
enthusiasm,  fifty-four-year-old Cary 
Grant, who looks thirty-four, replied: 
“I’m a little tired of the subject. I do 
not feel that I am particularly healthy, 
I just don’t smoke or drink. I used to, 
But why should I put poison in my 
body?” 


A job of moral instruction must be 
done if the nation’s drinking habits are 
to be changed: Sobriety, aversion to 
drunkenness, the social evils, and moral 
deterioration that accompany alcohol, 
and the responsibility each of us bears 
not to further the weakness of a fellow 
man—these must be taught primarily 
in the churches and in the character- 
centered organizations.—Christian Cen- 
tury, November 5, 1958. 


Liquor is no longer a clandestine ex- 
pense, it is on the family budget. The 
purchaser buys the liquor, but the tax- 
payer meets the cost of caring for the 
victim through social and public wel- 
fare funds, court costs, jails, and polic- 
ing. 

In the Betty Crocker Homemakers of 
Tomorrow contest, each of the 49 state 
representatives is an abstainer and a 
nonsmoker. All the girls want to marry; 
all want religious training in their fu- 
ture homes.—Minneapolis Tribune. 


Recognition of the narcotic effect of 
beverage alcohol upon the central nerv- 
ous system is becoming more universal. 
That ‘has been the educational emphasis 
of the Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union for many years. A _ study of 
scientific facts shows that alcohol, even 
in small quantities, releases inhibitions, 
reduces the ability to reason and judge, 
and deadens the God-given faculties 
that place man just a little lower than 
the angels. 


Congratulations, radio station WCRB, 
Waltham, Mass., for having stopped 
accepting hard liquor advertising after 
a three-month’s trial period. This sta- 
tion was the third to announce this de- 
cision in recent months. A station in 
St. Louis, which polled its listeners, 
dropped ‘the plan after getting a seven- 
to-one adverse reaction. If church folks 
would petition, then call on the man- 
agers to ‘express their dislike for such 
advertising, other stations might drop 
such contracts. 


A faculty committee of Florida State 
University has rejected a student pro- 
posal to permit women to drink alco- 
holic beverages while off the campus. 
—Associated Press, June 1. 

Than drinking and driving 
There’s nothing worse. 

It’s putting the quart 
Before the hearse. 

Eleven thousand babies, today—and 
every day—are born in the U.S.A., a8- 
serts the Advertising Council Public Re- 
lations Booster. “This means,” states 
the article, “more needs, more business, 
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more opportunities for everyone.” ‘The 
alert liquor makers are aware of this 
situation and are making every overture 
to mothers to start the use of beer and 
wine as necessary to a happy social life. 


The Bombay Club, founded in 1862 
by the British, has announced that it 
will close June 1 because of prohibition. 
A spokesman said the social habits of 
many members have changed since the 
Government prohibition in 1950. Under 
the regulations, Europeans are permit- 
ted to drink, but cannot offer liquor to 
‘Indian nationals. The closing of one 
club may bring joy and happiness to 
some members’ homes. 


Eisenhower Refuses Liquor Connec- 
tion—Advertisements for the Ground 
Observer Corps carry five-column pic- 
ture and statement of our President 
encouraging citizens to sign with the 
Civil Defense directors. The proofs of 
the ad carry this statement: “Publisher: 
The President’s approval of the use of 
his picture in this advertisement carries 
the stipulation that it is not to be spon- 
sored by a manufacturer or distributor 
of alcoholic beverages.” 


Temperance folks from thirty coun- 
tries will gather in Mexico City the 
first week of October to share in the 
Triennial Convention of the World’s 
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, 
which has auxiliaries in seventy coun- 
tries. Six nations are represented 
among the seven general officers. The 
wife of the Mexican President will be 
in the receiving line at the official re- 
ception. Sessions will be held in the 
new Auditorio where the United Na- 
tions had its recent meeting. 


“Vodka and caviar can cut years off 
your life,” says a famous Russian phy- 
Sician. “Liquor makes a person age 
faster and it affects the nervous system.” 


A drinking driver is like a crazy man 
with a loaded gun. Let’s face it. A car 
is one of the most destructive machines 
ever invented—when not properly con- 
trolled. This accounts for many ac- 
cidents in which innocent people are 
the victims. 


bd 


The Young People’s: 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 9 


2. The Joy of Being a Christian 
(Phil. 4:4-7; Acts 13:52; Col. 1:11) ; 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
AST week we saw that true joy is 
something more than mere happi- 
ness, and that, whereas happiness is de- 
Pendent upon outward circumstances, 
joy springs from within, in spite of 
unfavorable and disquieting circum- 
Stances. We saw that the Lord Jesus 
had such joy during His earthly minis- 
try, and, this week, we are to seek to 
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discover how we, as followers of Him, 
may also have abiding joy in our hearts. 
we 


The first of the three Scripture por- 
tions chosen for this topic shows that 
believers are commanded to rejoice 
(Phil. 4:4). Paul does not say here 
that it would be nice if you were joy- 
ful. He uses the imperative, “Rejoice 

. always.” In commenting on this 
verse, Dr. Griffith Thomas used to say 
that some Christians act as though it 
read, “Groan in the Lord alway: and 
again I say, Groan.” Dr. Graham 
Scroggie has pointed out that true 
Christian experience demands some- 
thing more than a mere inward chuckle. 


se 
However, as many of us have dis- 
covered, Christian joy cannot’ be 


worked up or produced merely by mak- 
ing up our minds to be joyful. . The 
physiotherapist Coué used to get peo- 
ple to repeat over and over, “Every 
day in every way I am getting better 
and better,” and “Pollyanna” advocated 
smiling and finding-something good in 
everything. But there are no such 
short cuts to true joy. 
4 
What then is the secret of true Chris- 
tian joy? The Lord Jesus told His 
disciples this secret, and the Epistles 
reflect the truth that He gave them. In 
teaching about Himself as the true vine, 
and believers as the branches (John 
15), and the necessity of being linked 
with Him if fruit is to be produced, He 
said, “These things have I spoken unto 
you, that my joy might remain in you, 
and that your joy might be full” (John 
15:11). His joy came from implicit 
obedience to the Father, and it is by 
obedience to the Lord Jesus that His 
followers abide in His love and thus 
have His joy in their hearts (John 15: 
10). 
Me 
This is not something promised only 
to mature and experienced Christians, 
nor is it held forth as an achievement 
to be realized when we shall some day 
enter into the very presence of our 
Lord. It is a practical and moment-by- 
moment experience that is possible for 
any believer here and now, even in the 
midst of the trials and temptations of 
this life. “Jesus Christ: whom having 
not seen, ye love; in whom, though now 
ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory” 
(1 Pet. 1:8). 
4 
When we really love anyone, we want 
to be with that one and to talk with 
him and confide in him and to do what 
he asks of us. Love for the Lord Jesus 
will cause us to want to spend time 
daily with Him in prayer, and to read 
His Word, and to do what He tells us 
in His Word. Thus, in fellowship with 
Him, or abiding in Him, we open the 
way to have His joy in our hearts, for 
His joy will always be found where He 
is. “If any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, I will come in to him, 


and will sup with him, and he yith me’|_| BRA 
(Rev. 3:20). -PhenNwbEtheljo SBtaFing lamb, says: 


His presence within, is added the joy 
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OPPORTUNITY 
to serve the Lord in a 
Christian high school. 
LATIN TEACHER needed and 
A SECRETARY to the Headmaster 


Write Ben Lippen School 
Asheville, N. C. 











SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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of service for Him, of fruit bearing 
(love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper- 
ance) for Him, and the joy of winning 
others for Him, and eventually the joy 
of standing in His presence and hearing 
His “Well done.” 
ve 


You will find it worth while to give 
an opportunity before the close of this 
meeting for some of your members to 
tell how they have experienced the joy 
of the Lord in the midst of trying cir- 
cumstances or suffering. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
ve 


A Covering for Sin 
(Continued from page 564) 


the flesh’ does in sheltering man.” Once 
again Girdlestone writes: “To sum up 
the Scrigsural view of this doctrine 
(atonement and the word caphar), we 
may say that atonement signifies shelter 
by means of representation.” 

6. A noun from the verb caphar is 
capporeth, and means “a propitiatory 
covering.” This noun occurs in Exodus 
25:17. Matthew Henry’s comment on 
that word is: “This propitiatory cover- 
ing, as it might well be translated, was 
a type of Christ, the great propitiation, 
whose satisfaction fully answers the de- 
mands of the law, covers our transgres- 
sions, and comes between us and the 
curse we deserve.” 

7. C. H. McIntosh in his book on 
STA riting on the Israelites shel- 

¥ the blood of the Passover 
“All under the cover of 
the blood were safe.” 
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With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


Minority of One. By Clyde S. Kilby. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co.; Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $3.95.) From one of 
his own sayings comes the title of this 
captivating biography of Jonathan Blan- 
chard, one of the stalwarts of the nine- 
teenth century. “The minorities have 
done the good in this world,” said he; 
“the majorities only register it.” One 
of his contemporaries said, “He did not 
know the first rudiments of fear.” 

Some of the granite from the rocks 
on his father’s farm in Vermont seemed 
to enter into Jonathan’s character as 
he grew up. As he painstakingly and 
with much research created this fine 
picture of a great man, surely Dr. Kilby, 
professor of English at Wheaton College, 
put into practice the very principles 
he has been teaching his students. Jon- 
athan is first seen as a serious, hard- 
working farm and schoolboy, then as an 
industriougy and brilliant college and 
seminary student, then in his long man- 
hood as reformer, lecturer, writer, edu- 
cator, and outstanding Christian leader. 
Everywhere evident were his New Eng- 
land conscience, his courage, and tenac- 
ity in standing for what he believed 
to be right. He established both Knox 
and Wheaton Colleges in Illinois, of 
which he was president, and he was 
widely known as. a crusader against 
slavery, liquor, and secret societies. Dr. 
Kilby does not picture him as a saint 
without blemish, but gives examples of 
his quick temper and fits of depression. 
But he was truly humble, ready to 
apologize when he had done wrong, and 
even his enemies recognized him as a 
thoroughly upright Christian man. 

‘This life story is instructive and en- 
tertaining. It gives one the feel of the 
struggle over slavery before the Civil 
War and provides glimpses of the politi- 
cal life of the last century. The story 
of how Blanchard overcame difficulties 
first at Knox College and then at the 
Illinois Institute, which became Whea- 
ton, is thrilling. Unlike Hudson Tay- 
lor, he had no hesitation about asking 
people for money, and God blessed his 
efforts. He had an unusual combina- 
tion of trust in God and an overwhelm- 
ing conviction that he, his children, his 
faculty, and students must do down- 
right hard work, both mental and physi- 
cal. He had many illnesses and was 
forced occasionally to give up his work 
for a time, but nevertheless kept stead- 
ily on through eighty-one years. Prob- 








We cannot possibly be satisfied with 
anything less—each day, each hour, each 
moment, in Christ, through the power 
of the Holy Spirit—than .to walk with 
Gaod.—H. C. G. Moule. 
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ably the best known of his large 
family was his son Charles, who suc- 
ceeded him as president of Wheaton 
College. 

Dr. Kilby has also drawn many pleas- 
ant pictures of farm and school life in 
New England, of prairies and growing 
towns in the Middle West, of travel by 
wagon train and railroad train; and of 
the growth of a Christian college. Jon- 
athan and Mary Blanchard’s romance 
was lovely and lifelong, and their home 
was Christian and happy. Jonathan 
had a sense of humor which comes out 
in his letters to his wife, his children, 
and his grandchildren, whom he loved 
dearly. His well-written life story is 
full of lessons in patience, perseverance, 
courage, conscientiousness, and the up- 
holding of high standards in education 
for this day when we have become lax 
in all these virtues. It is a record that 
will stimulate and encourage especially 
Christian parents and educators, but 
also all who are in the Master’s service. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


August 3 to 9 


Mon.—Ecclesiastes 1:1-18. Is Life Vain? 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “All is vanity.” 
As Solomon looked at man in the nat- 
ural, he said, “All is vanity.” When 
we see the collapse of physical frames, 
fortunes, and kingdoms, we realize how 
little comes of ordinary life without 
God and salvation in Christ—life does 
appear vain. All whose portion in this 
life has been without hope of the life 
to be, the end shall be vanity and 
vexation of spirit. The man who tore 
down his barns and built greater for 
his own pleasure and the rich man who 
did nothing for Lazarus now know 
what Solomon was writing about. Christ 
makes life a verity, and a vision, vir- 
tuous and valuable. Pray for the Bible 
Christian Union, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Tues.—Ecclesiastes 2:1-11. 
. “Striving After Wind.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “All was vanity 
and vexation of spirit, and there was 
no profit under the sun.” Cemeteries 
and monuments let one see how great 
men “laboured for the wind” (Eccles. 


5:16). Multitudes inherit vanity (Prov. 


11:29). The wicked are “like the chaff 
which the wind driveth away” (Psa. 
1:4). “The world passeth away, and 
the lust thereof: but he that doeth the 
will of God abideth for ever” (1 John 
2:17). Pray for the Bible House of Los 
Angeles, Los Angeles, Calif. 


Wed.—Ecclesiastes 3:1-9. 
Days of Our Years. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “A time to be 
born, and a time to die.” God has 
limited our days upon earth. Remem- 
ber this and pray to God saying, “Re- 
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member how short my time is” (Psa, 
89:47). Two things ought to keep us 
much in the presence of God and very 
humble. These are (1) His love and 
(2) His justice. Are you melted by 
His love and awed by His authority? 
We of this generation seem to have 
lost “the fear of God” which is the be- 
ginning of wisdom. Pray for Friends 
of Israel, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Thurs.—Ecclesiastes 3:10-15. 
Eternity in Our Minds, 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIONsS: “He hath set the’ 


world [the ages, literally] in their 
heart.” Generally speaking, man wants 


life. God recognizes this deep-seated - 


desire and in grace, through Christ and 
the glorious Gospel, offers the most pre- 
cious of all gifts—“eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). 


Has God yet given you eternal life?- 


(See 1 John 5:11.) Pray for the Chris- 
tian Jail Workers, Los Angeles, Calif. 


Fri.—Ecclesiastes 9:7-10. Living Joyfully. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: “Live joyfully 
with the wife whom thou lovest all the 
days of the life of thy vanity, which he 
hath given thee under the sun, all the 
days of thy vanity.” This is the gra- 
cious privilege God has given to hus- 
bands and wives. Domestic tranquillity 
is lost to millions. The godly, possessed 


by the Spirit of God, by His grace make . 


their homes like a vestibule of Heaven. 
“Husbands, love your wives” (Eph. 5: 
25). Love is the bond that makes the 


home resemble the Kingdom come. — 


Pray for the Gospel Missionary Union, 
Kansas City, Mo. 


Sat.—Ecclesiastes 12:1-7. 
. Remember Your Creator. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Remember now 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth.” 
God is forgotten by most people today. 
Christians, in larger numbers than we 
are likely to think, fail to read God’s 
Word day and night and to pray as 
they should. Unless they keep these 
heavenly lines of communication open, 
they will live dangerously. How dan- 
gerously? (See Jer. 10:25; Psa. 1:3.) 
Parents who neglect family prayers and 
Christian education of their children 
(2 Tim. 3:15) are most likely to lose 
them in their youth. Pray for Hebrew 
Christian Alliance of America, Inc., 
Chicago, Ill. 


Sun.—Philippians 3:7-14. 
The Upward Call. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “I press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high call- 
ing of God in Christ Jesus.” Let all 
who know God as Saviour keep in 
view the bright reward of faith, hope, 
and love in Christ Jesus. Higher ground 
awaits the willing feet of every saint. 
Grace in the heart will put speed into 
the feet to walk in the footsteps of the 


Lord Jesus. Pressing on the heavenly 
way makes progress today. Pray for 
Evangelical Missionary Fellowship, 
Largo, Fla. , 











Prayer is the key that unlocks all the 
storehouses of God’s infinite grace and 
power.—R. A. Torrey. 
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